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Weather Cluster is a unique and hugely ambitious multi-screen permanent video installation created by Michael Pinsky. It will be launched on Tuesday 8th November 2005 at the Clacton County High School. This marks the next stage of the ongoing COAST project, which has so far commissioned artists such as Neville Gabie, Walker & Bromwich and John Kippin.

Hanging in the atrium of Clacton High School’s new wing, Weather Cluster is a complex web of screens and data-cables, which resembles a 21st Century chandelier. This cloud of thirty screens emits weather conditions from around the world. Students from the school film weather conditions at every opportunity, whilst on field trips, on holiday and around their homes. These video clips form a computer database, which constantly searches the Internet to ascertain the local climate. As the weather conditions change, the computers broadcast the relevant video loops. When the school is shrouded in mist, the screens show fog from around the world. When the wind batters the school windows, Weather Cluster follows suit showing us thousands of locations surviving the same onslaught. Year after year, the database will grow as students continue to contribute their films, enriching the weather library. 

As we enter an era in which meteorological conditions reap ever-increasing havoc, the growing generations perceive global warming and the consequences of climate change as the most prominent threat. Cultural critic Paul Virilio places the aftermath of the tsunami on the same level as the effects of the recent terrorists’ attacks. He predicts that the crucial political stimuli in the 21st century would result from natural disasters rather than from revolution
. By enticing students to record and conserve an ever-growing range of meteorological conditions, Weather Cluster asks the upcoming generation to consider the natural environment with greater awareness and to appreciate the extend to which their personal and political decisions will impact on global climate and human health. 
P.T.O.
Notes for editors:

For images and information about Weather Cluster contact – 

Stéphanie Delcroix, Press Officer for Michael Pinsky

stephanie@pinsky.freeserve.co.uk or + 44 (0)207 700 7859

For images and information about the COAST commissions contact - 

David Grocott, Marketing Officer, firstsite @ the minories art gallery
david@firstsite.uk.net or +44 (0)1206 577067
The Launch

Opening reception - 4-6pm on Tuesday 8th of November 2005

Clacton County High School 

Walton Road

CO15 6DZ Clacton-on-Sea

Tel: +44 (0)1255 424 266

Please RSVP to firstsite on +44 (0)1206 577 067. 
The Artist
Michael Pinsky takes the combined roles of urban planner, activist, researcher, resident and artist. Using the mediums of video, performance, mapping and programming, Pinsky responds site-specifically to physical and sociological space. He has exhibited at venues including the ICA, London; Modern Art Oxford; John Hansard Gallery, Southampton; Centre de Création Contemporaine, Tours, France, Armory Centre of the Arts, LA, USA and the Contemporary Art Forum, Canada. He has undertaken major commissions in the public realm across the UK and Europe. 

For more information about his work go to www.michaelpinsky.com
The Site

Clacton County High School has both served and worked with its local community for 75 years. Last year the School was designated as a Specialist Arts College. The COAST artwork will be sited in a new large circulation space that unites newer buildings, which have been incorporated as the school has expanded. New state-of-the-art creative arts facilities for use by the community have also been developed.
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COAST is a four-year arts project to raise the cultural and aesthetic profile of Essex’s coastal area. Find out more about the COAST commissions- www.coastart.org
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‘Weather Cluster’ - Michael Pinsky





Launch: Tuesday 8th November 2005, 4 – 6 pm


@ Clacton County High School 








� Paul Virilio interviewed by Daniel Binswanger in ‘Weltwoche’, 1/2005, pp. 68-71.






