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Come Hell or High Water – Michael Pinsky

A sculptural intervention on the River Tyne in Newcastle

Thursday 15th – Thursday 29th of June 2006

Launch Reception – Thursday 15th June  6pm
Exhibition at the Globe City Gallery
Friday 2nd June – Saturday 1st July 2006

Preview Evening – Thursday 1st June 7.00pm – 8.30pm
Come Hell or High Water will be premiered by artist-in-residence Michael Pinsky during the World Summit on Arts & Culture, hosted by Newcastle Gateshead.

Against the savage flow of the water a fleet of luminescent cars struggle their way up the Tyne almost completely submerged. Only the tops of the cars remain visible to the passers-by. Day and night they make their weary way, their bright colours declaring their imminent arrival by day, their internal illumination reflecting in the river as darkness falls. The 19th Century hailed the invention of the combustion engine freeing humankind from the tedium of river transportation. Now as the roads fill to capacity are these daring travellers re-appropriating our water based networks? Are new amphibious modes of transport needed as roads flood and rivers expose their beds, cracked and dry? As our journeys become increasingly unpredictable will our ingenious solutions save a short-term crisis to create long-term problems?

Providing a context for this work, the Globe City Gallery brings together a number of video works created by Michael Pinsky over the last five years. The artworks comment on various aspects of global pollution, particularly humankind’s constant denial of people’s personal contribution to this malaise. Focusing on the principle ‘What You Can’t See Can’t Harm You’ Pinsky uses multi-screen video installations and films, which document interventions and performances in the public realm, to create humorous yet pertinent artworks.

This is the first time these works have been shown in the UK. The exhibition also includes films by Helen Mayer Harrison and Newton Harrison.

Come Hell or High Water is part of Helix Arts’ ‘Climate Change: Cultural Change’, a cultural program for the World Summit on the Arts and Culture which includes artists such as Peter Kennard and Heath Bunting. It forms part of Newcastle Gateshead Initiative’s world-class programme of events and festivals.
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Come Hell or High Water has been constructed in collaboration with the artist Andy Dermott and the School of Marine Science and Technology at the University of Newcastle-Upon-Tyne. 

Notes for editors:

For images and information about Come Hell or High Water contact – 

Stéphanie Delcroix, Press Officer for Michael Pinsky

stephanie@stephaniedelcroix.com or + 44 (0)7960 811 412

The Location

Come Hell or High Water is located next to the Millennium Bridge on the Newcastle Quayside, opposite the Baltic. Visible day and night. 

Press View – Thursday 15th June 11am – 1pm for installation in progress. 

Launch Reception – Thursday 15th June  6pm RSVP for full details.

Globe City Gallery, 4th Floor, Curtis Mayfield House, Carliol Square, Newcastle. Open Wed – Sat 11.30am – 5pm. 

Preview Evening – Thursday 1st June 7.00pm – 8.30pm

The Artist
Michael Pinsky takes the combined roles of urban planner, activist, researcher, resident and artist. Using the mediums of video, performance, mapping and programming, Pinsky responds site-specifically to physical and sociological space. He has exhibited at venues including the ICA, London; Modern Art Oxford; John Hansard Gallery, Southampton; Centre de Création Contemporaine, Tours, France, Armory Centre of the Arts, LA, USA and the Contemporary Art Forum, Canada. He has undertaken major commissions in the public realm across the UK and Europe. 

For more information about his work go to www.michaelpinsky.com
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