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Recuperating in a hospital gives time for people to explore alternative universes, allowing them to move freely in their minds whilst their bodies are less active, whether this is the process of daydreaming, reading or watching television. Elevation expands this notion by allowing patients and visitors to see a hidden universe through the walls of University Hospital Lewisham. 

Elevation is a series of portholes that reveal screens showing glimpses of activity. Cutting through walls in the lift lobbies throughout the seven-floor building, Elevation encourages the viewer to build a mental picture that maps the individual elements of the artwork together, creating an alternative whole, which exists in parallel to the tangible configuration of the building. Leisure activities in Ladywell Fields were filmed from the roof of the building. Animations have been constructed from this bird’s eye view, which unfold a series of beguiling narratives. As one rises through the building the scenarios shift from the seemingly naturalistic to the highly regimented, questioning the plausibility of the films, what is real and what is imagined. 
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Notes for editors:

For images & information about Elevation contact – Stéphanie Delcroix, Press Officer for Michael Pinsky

stephanie@stephaniedelcroix.com or + 44 (0)207 700 7859

PTO

The Launch

The Riverside Building will be opened by the Most Reverend Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 

RSVP by 18 May to Ines Banton, Project Control Office, UHL, London SE13 6LH or ProjectControlOffice@uhl.nhs.uk
Riverside Building Reception and Garden, UHL, High Street, Lewisham

The Artist
Michael Pinsky takes the combined roles of urban planner, activist, researcher, resident and artist. Using the mediums of video, performance, mapping and programming, Pinsky responds site-specifically to physical and sociological space. He has exhibited at venues including the ICA, London; Modern Art Oxford; John Hansard Gallery, Southampton; Centre de Création Contemporaine, Tours, France, Armory Centre of the Arts, LA, USA and the Contemporary Art Forum, Canada. He has undertaken major commissions in the public realm across the UK and Europe. 

For more information about his work go to www.michaelpinsky.com
The Context 

Four artists, Rana Begum, Annie Cattrell, Chris Marshall and Michael Pinsky, were commissioned by University Hospital Lewisham Trust, with their private finance initiative partners Carillion, to produce permanent artworks for the impressive new Riverside wing opened in late 2006. The commissions humanise and animate the interiors and new external public space, providing environmental and therapeutic benefits and creating inspirational places for patients and visitors. Alma Tischler Wood was commissioned to produce designs incorporated into the signage for the building.
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An animation of a parallel world hidden behind the walls of University Hospital Lewisham.





Launch: Fri 24th May 2007 at 6.30pm-8.30pm


University Hospital Lewisham, London. 















