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The prominence of tile design defines Portugal’s built environment. In Torres Vedras this distinct use of tiles punctuates the town. Horror Vacui surveys the town’s architectural tiles creating a decorative, non-functional representation of its structure. This database of tile motifs is used to create a puzzle formed by hybrid designs, mutating the tiles’ diverse repeating patterns. The tiles have been delivered to 100 individuals across the globe, who will converge in Torres Vedras to construct the floor. The participants will negotiate with each other to complete the puzzle. Each side of the tiles has a unique pattern, which only aligns with one side of another tile. The process of documentation, deconstruction, mutation, dispersal, convergence and reconfiguration uses Transforma’s network to create the work's narrative. 

The construction of the floor will be documented from a bird’s eye view. The start of the process will present a space full of people, as the puzzle is configured the participants will slowly leave the space until the full pattern is revealed. The resulting film will be shown alongside the installation.

Notes for editors

The Event and Launch:

Friday 19 October 2007, 9pm – 11pm

Transforma / Tzero, Praça do Município, 8, Torres Vedras, Portugal

The Exhibition: 

20 October - 17 November 2007, Mon – Sat, 10am - 7pm 

Páteo Alfazema, Torres Vedras, Portugal

The Commission: 
Horror Vacui has been commissioned by Transforma AC for Transforma_B – Artes, Criatividade e a Cidade, a series of international commissions, publications and conferences launching throughout October and November 2007.
The Gallery: 

Transforma AC

Praça do Município, 8, 2560-289 Torres Vedras, Portugal

Tel (+351) 261 336 320 . Fax (+351) 261 336 322

luis.firmo@transforma.mail.pt
www.transforma-ac.com 

The Artist: 
Michael Pinsky takes the combined roles of urban planner, activist, researcher, resident and artist. Using the mediums of video, performance, mapping and programming, he responds site-specifically to physical and sociological space. Pinsky has exhibited at venues including the ICA, London; Modern Art Oxford; John Hansard Gallery, Southampton; Cornerhouse, Manchester; Centre de Création Contemporaine, Tours, France, Armory Centre of the Arts, LA, USA and the Contemporary Art Forum, Canada. He has undertaken major commissions in the public realm across the UK and Europe. 

www.michaelpinsky.com
Press images & information:

UK - Stéphanie Delcroix, stephanie@stephaniedelcroix.com + 44 (0)207 700 7859.

Portugal – Luis Firmo, luis.firmo@transforma.mail.pt  + 351 261 336 320
High-resolution images can be downloaded at www.michaelpinsky.com/press/transforma/
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Horror Vacui
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A 50m2 jigsaw, embodying a millennium of architectural tile motifs, will travel across the world to be reconfigured in the central plaza of Torres Vedras.
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