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Life Pulse modifies public lighting to make it react to the individual. By embracing lighting columns, situated in the heart of Darlington, the passer-by creates an illuminated composition. The lampposts are programmed to respond to the human touch by emitting light at the frequency of the person’s heartbeat. 

Life Pulse makes the rhythm of the town follow the life of each individual, inverting the traditional relationship between urban dwellers and their environment. The five columns, placed in a circle, encourage a moment of encounter where participants reveal their innermost workings. Through the ritualistic process of setting their own heartbeat in light the users conjoin with the sculpture to create a kinetic form, part human, part technological. 

Michael Pinsky worked with Gillepsies, the environmental consultancy appointed for the scheme, and was closely involved in the redevelopment design. As part of this process, he was invited to make interventions which are integral to the new urban design: 

Blood Cascade, a shallow cascade of water running down the steps which separate High Row and West Row. The cascade is inlaid with red granite to represent the blood which in the past was washed down the road from the meat stalls after the market. The pattern of the cascade is defined by barcodes, a symbolic bridge between the past market activity and present day commerce. 

The barcodes principle has been extended to mark all of Darlington’s key features. Barcodes tag each feature with its exact location, the place and date it was manufactured and the costs of its making. This coded information holds the potential to reveal the cost of urban redevelopments and inform the local constituency of how their money is spent and where it travels. 

- Notes for editors -

The Launch:

Life Pulse will be launched on June 30 at 12.20 pm by five women of the same family crossing five generations. 

For information about the Launch contact Jennie Whitell, Communications Officer 
Direct Line: (01325) 388961 
E-mail: jennie.whitell@darlington.gov.uk 

The Location: 

Life Pulse is located in Blackwell Gate, Darlington, DL1 5HN. OS Grid Reference: NZ287143
The Commission: 

Life Pulse was commissioned by Darlington Borough Council to mark a 7.5 million pound scheme to transform the heart of Darlington from a busy and polluted transport intersection into high quality pedestrian space.

The development of the original concepts were funded by Arts Council England. The production was managed by Darlington Borough Council and Gillespies. 
The Artist: 

Michael Pinsky takes the combined roles of urban planner, activist, researcher, resident and artist. Using the mediums of video, performance, mapping and programming, he responds site-specifically to physical and sociological space. Pinsky has exhibited at venues including the ICA, London; Modern Art Oxford; John Hansard Gallery, Southampton; Cornerhouse, Manchester; Centre de Création Contemporaine, Tours, France, Armory Centre of the Arts, LA, USA and the Contemporary Art Forum, Canada. He has undertaken major commissions in the public realm across the UK and Europe. 

www.michaelpinsky.com
Images & information:

Stéphanie Delcroix, stephanie@stephaniedelcroix.com or + 44 (0)207 700 7859.
A high-resolution image can be downloaded at www.michaelpinsky.com/press/lifedar.jpg
Press Release - Launching 30 June 2007: 
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An ensemble of tactile light columns, which flash at the pace of passers-by’s pulse, for Darlington’s newly pedestrianised heart
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