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Panacea: the art of wellbeing is an artist-led collaboration by Neil Bromwich, Zoë Walker and Michael Pinsky. Touring internationally, the project will be launched in the UK for the first time at the John Hansard Gallery.

Panacea is an evolving, expandable and travelling artwork, designed to function as a universal formula to cure social, economic and political problems. Striking a fine balance between naïve optimism and ironic critique, the artists have created a thought-provoking and humorous comment on society’s increasingly untenable expectation of the artist as ‘social reformer, economic revitaliser and catalyst for all things good’.

At the core of the exhibition is a model of a fantasy ‘Health Park’, which is constructed from medical packaging and bandages – offering both generic and specific solutions to health and lifestyle problems. The model will change and develop during the tour, acting as a microcosm that reflects the whole project, responding to the needs of the communities in which the venues are situated. Developed from the ideas contained within the model are a number of artworks including Friendly Frontier by Walker and Bromwich, a 11 metre long, hand-sewn, inflatable mountain range that acts as a buoyancy aid for countries in conflict, with emergency slides to bridge international borderlines. Also featured is Crawl by Michael Pinsky, a projection of swimmers in a pool, resembling a Petri dish full of bacteria. Finally, Life Pulse, also by Michael Pinsky, is a pole-like sculpture that registers visitors’ heartbeats, to create ever-changing rhythms and patterns of light. Life Pulse clean, clinical aesthetic echoes the medical establishment’s obsession with ascertaining patient’s health through monitoring their heart rate. Visitors can use Life Pulse to check their state of health on arrival and compare it with their increased wellbeing on departure.  

Full of subtleties and surprises, Panacea is a pioneering trans-disciplinary project, which will reach out to a broad audience. Combining medical approaches with artistic propositions, this exhibition poses to holistically change the texture of culture, acting as a catalyst for social and political change to create a state of wellbeing.
For further information, please contact Nicky Balfour ( 023 8059 4661

( 023 8059 4192 ( njb@soton.ac.uk
Michael Pinsky, Life Pulse, 2004. Photo courtesy CCC, Tours 

Notes to editors

Funding

Panacea has previously received funding from Arts Council England and the NHS, which has supported the research and development phase of this project.  Further funding from the University of East London, Edinburgh Art College and the British Council has supported the promotion of the project to galleries in the UK and internationally, and financed the Panacea Model, two completed major commissions, Friendly Frontier and Life Pulse, in addition to a number of smaller works, Crawl and Lightwave.

The following partners are supporting the Panacea project: John Hansard Gallery, Cornerhouse, Houldsworth Gallery, CCC – Centre de Création Contemporain, Tours, France, Le Parvis, Ibos, France, The University of East London and Edinburgh Art College.

The exhibition has been shown at the CCC, Tours, France, and will tour to Le Parvis, France at the beginning of 2006 before going to Cornerhouse.

The John Hansard Gallery is supported by the Arts Council, England and the University of Southampton and is a member of the Gallery Go consortium.

The John Hansard Gallery, part of the University of Southampton, is a public gallery of contemporary art.  For 25 years the Gallery has continued to develop as a centre of excellence, drawing a wide national audience to its vigorous programme of exhibitions and events, bringing contemporary debate into the public arena.
The Artists

Zoë Walker and Neil Bromwich have worked together since 1999, producing a wide range of works from inflatable sculpture, video, new media, animation, drawing, painting and performance. Major projects include My Island Home for the Victoria and Albert Museum, and more recently In Search of a Small Planet, for TV Swansong (a high profile cross media project culminating in a live web broadcast and a conference/ book launch at the Baltic centre).  They are currently developing a new project Invisible Radio for Coast, as well as a series of new works for Kielder Forest Residency.

For further information about their work, visit www.walkerandbromwich.org.uk
Michael Pinsky’s work explores relationships between architectural spaces and perceptions of time.  Since graduating from the Royal College of Art in 1995, he has produced projects such as In Transit (developed at the V2 Lab for Unstable Media in Rotterdam), which toured internationally including the ICA, London, Los Angeles and the Rotterdam International Architectural Biennial. He is presently developing public art commissions in Oxford, Newcastle, Somerset, East Anglia, Darlington, Leicester, London and Bristol. He recently received an Art for Architecture award from the RSA and his exhibition Pontis was short listed for the Gulbenkian Museums Award.

For further information about his work, visit www.michaelpinsky.com

Interview with the artists

A recorded interview will be on show in the gallery during the exhibition, and a transcription will be available on the gallery website.

www.hansardgallery.org.uk






