14/12/2022, 14:58 Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus Is on the 2020 TIME 100 List | TIME

TIMME

< THE 100 MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE OF 2020

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

Maridelis Morales Rosado for TIME

BY NGOZI OKONJO-IWEALA

SEPTEMBER 22, 2020 9:34 PM EDT

https://time.com/collection/100-most-influential-people-2020/5888335/tedros-adhanom-ghebreyesus/ 1/6


https://time.com/collection/100-most-influential-people-2020
https://time.com/

14/12/2022, 14:58 Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus Is on the 2020 TIME 100 List | TIME
rises so often tell us who we are and what we’re made of. For Dr. Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the COVID-19 pandemic is just such a defining
moment.

Throughout his career, and as director-general of the World Health
Organization, Tedros has stood firmly for equity and access—the idea that all
people, wherever they are and whatever their circumstances, have the right to
quality health care.

It’s a principle he surely acquired as a child in Ethiopia, where he saw with his
own eyes how preventable diseases took the lives of children around him,
including his own young brother. It drove him to play a personal role in the
response to the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo. And it
shaped him into the face of hope and determination at the center of the
COVID-19 storm.

An experienced scientist and public-health leader, Tedros knows that until we
protect the most vulnerable among us from COVID-19, none of us is protected.
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